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SOLDIER LIKELY 
DIED FIGHTING 
BACK IN NIGER 


An inquiry 
into the 
death of Sgt. 
La David T. 
Johnson sug- 
gests that he 
was neither 
captured nor executed, but 
fought back while trying to 
flee an ambush. President 
Donald Trump's call to 
Johnson's widow resulted 
in controversy. Nation, 6A 


Being your own 
lawyer is risky 
Thanks to a Supreme Court 
ruling, every defendant has 
aright to an attorney, but 
some choose to represent 


Grudens the toast of the town; why, again, did the Bucs fire him? sports,1c 
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Advocates: Make 
orca pledge a law 


Some worry SeaWorld broke its vow to stop breeding killer 


Trump 
rebuts 
talk of 
firing 


themselves. Going it alone, The president says 
a whales, and practices may worsen as the company struggles. he’s not considering 
lawyers agree. Local, 1B trying to dismiss 
Were Haitians Robert Mueller. 
misled by Trum p? Associated Press 

During his campaign, Don- WASHINGTON — Presi- 


ald Trump told Haitians in 
South Florida that he would 
be their “greatest cham- 
pion.” Now his administra- 
tion is lifting their protected 
status. Did Trump break his 
word? Local, 1B 


Children starving 
in Venezuela 


The South American 
nation’s oil-driven economy 
is ashambles, and the gov- 
ernment tries to hide the toll 
on the young. World, 2A 


dent Donald Trump said 
Sunday that he is not con- 
sidering firing special coun- 
sel Robert Mueller even as 
his administration was again 
forced to grapple with the 
growing Russia inquiry that 
has shadowed the White 
House for much of his initial 
year in office. 

Trump returned to the 
White House from Camp 
David and was asked if he 
would consider triggering 
the process 


to dismiss 
Goalie survives arer PA 
$ i ee whoisinves- 
Lightning nail-biter tigating 
Backup goalie Peter Budaj ee ——— whether the 
has the support of his team- TERORO T RT OEO ETENEE ETRE president’s 
mates after a seemingly Republican 
insurmountable lead almost campaign 
slips away. Sports, 1C coordinated Robert 
z i with Rus- Mueller is 
City may require sian officials investigating 
boat insurance during last campaign ties 
The city of St. Petersburg i elec- to Russia. 
ion. 


absorbs a large expense 
after Hurricane Irma’s tides 
overrun a vessel in the 
municipal marina. Local, 1B 


a 


Times 


SeaWorld agreed in March 2016 to stop breeding killer whales and to phase out orca performances. But a pregnant orca 
at a Spanish zoo has raised questions about whether SeaWorld honored that pledge. 


The president answered: 
“No, I’m not.” 

But he did add to the 
growing conservative criti- 


Putin thanks cism of ee = . 
H gain access to thousands o 
Trump, CIA for tip BY TRACEY MCMANUS ing, performing and introduction of any With SeaWorld in rebuild mode after emails sent and received by 


Russian President Vladimir Times Staff Writer 
Putin expresses gratitude for 
information that thwarted 


bombings. Nation, 2A 


new orcas into captivity in the state. Now 
advocates in Florida, home of SeaWorld’s 
global headquarters, are pushing for the 
same legal protection, fearful that “corpo- 
rate policy can always change,” said Ani- 
mal Legal Defense Fund attorney Lind- 
say Larris. 

Rep. Ben Diamond, D-St. Petersburg, 
drafted the Florida Orca Protection Act 
ahead of the 2018 Legislative session but 
said he is still debating whether it will be 
one of the six bills he is limited to filing. 


years of decline and plummeting atten- 
dance, Larris said there’s an urgency to 
protect orcas in Florida amid the unpre- 
dictably of a struggling, publicly held 
company. 

But in a recent transaction that 
occurred across the Atlantic, done with 
no public announcement or fanfare, 
it appears SeaWorld has already acted 
against its own policy, the Tampa Bay 
Times has found. 

» See SEAWORLD, 9A 


Trump officials before the 
start of his administration, 
yielding attacks from transi- 
tion lawyers and renewing 
chatter that Trump may act 
to end the investigation. 

“Its not looking good. It’s 
quite sad to see that, my 
people were very upset about 
it,” Trump said. “I can’t imag- 
ine there’s anything on them, 
frankly. Because, as we said, 


he announcement was rolled 
out to the world as a pledge. A 
promise. 

In March 2016 SeaWorld 
declared it would end killer 
whale breeding, making the 

orcas in its care in the United States and 
abroad its last generation to live in cap- 
tivity. 

Later that year, California passed a law 
solidifying that change, banning breed- 
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Get up and go 


Itching for some- 
(u$ thing fun to do but 

don’t know what's 
going on? Worry not. We 
give you the rundown on 
local events at tampabay. 


com/things-to-do. 
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Outage darkens Atlanta airport 


More than 1,000 flights are canceled, stranding 
passengers in the terminal and on the tarmac. 


Times wires 

ATLANTA — A sudden power 
outage brought the world’s busiest 
airport to a halt Sunday, ground- 
ing more than 1,000 flights in 
Atlanta just days before the start 
of the Christmas travel rush. 

Authorities hoped to have 
electricity restored at Hartsfield- 
Jackson Atlanta International 


Airport by midnight. 

In the meantime, passengers 
at the airport were left in the 
dark when the lights suddenly 
went out around 1 p.m. 

The blackout halted all outgo- 
ing flights, and the Federal Avi- 
ation Authority held arriving 
planes on the ground at their 
point of departure. International 


flights were being diverted, offi- 
cials said. 

Delta Air Lines, which has its 
headquarters at the airport, said 
more than 450 mainline and 
regional flights were canceled. 
The airline encouraged passen- 
gers to check on the status of 
flights via the Fly Delta mobile 
app or delta.com before heading 
to the airport. 

At Southwest Airlines, about 
70 Atlanta departures out of 120 
scheduled for Sunday were can- 


celed, an airline spokesman said 
in an email. 

Flight schedules at Tampa 
International Airport were 
spared large disruptions. 

TIA spokeswoman Janet Zink 


said that a dozen flights, a mix of 


departures and arrivals on Delta 
and Southwest airlines, were 
canceled. 

Still, Zink said, “Its been rela- 
tively quiet at the airport other 
than early in the night when 
» See AIRPORT, 13A 


there’s no collusion. There’s 
no collusion whatsoever.” 

The rumor mill about 
whether Trump might fire 
Mueller overshadowed the 
Republican tax plan, which 
is set to be voted on this 
week. 

Although Treasury Sec- 
retary Steve Mnuchin was 
doing a victory lap on the tax 
bill on the Sunday talk show 
circuit, he first had to field 
questions on CNN’s State 
of the Union about whether 
believed Trump would trig- 
ger the process to fire Muel- 
ler. 

On Saturday, the general 
counsel for the transition 
group sent a letter to two 
congressional committees 
» See MUELLER, 9A 


ALESSANDRA DA PRA | Times 
Brenda Terry, president of United States Bartenders’ Guild Tampa Bay, said she’s been sexually 
harassed in many ways while in the food service industry. Here she is at her home bar in Tampa. 


Harassment roils food industry 


The business accounts for the highest percentage of EEOC complaints. 


BY LAURA REILEY 
Times Food Critic 

When Brenda Terry was 16 and 
living in St. Louis, she was a host 
and food runner at a sports bar 
where female employees wore 
cute little cheerleading skirts. 
One night, she said, a patron 
grabbed her crotch. She ran to 
her management team and they 
demanded she point out the cul- 
prit. Turns out, it was a regular 
customer. According to Terry, 
he was not reprimanded, nor 
ejected from the establishment. 

Terry, 32, has worked in kitch- 
ens, in dining rooms and behind 
the bar. She has been a bartender 
at Ciro’s, the Bricks and Fodder & 
Shine in Tampa and the Mill in 
St. Petersburg. She is the presi- 
dent of the Tampa chapter of the 


United State Bartending Guild. 
She said she has been sexually 
harassed in many forms in every 
work environment she has ever 
been in, usually by customers. 

“Tm numb to it,’ she said. “I 
expect that behavior and allow 
it to roll off my back. Is that the 
best course of action? I’m not 
sure,” she said, adding that bar- 
tending while female has addi- 
tional challenges. “If you want to 
be a female bartender you need 
to be hot and you need to smile. 
I’ve known female bartenders 
who have been fired for not smil- 
ing enough.” 

In recent months, American 
women have stopped smiling. 

The number of powerful men 
brought down by sexual assault 
accusations is growing daily. Hol- 


lywood, news media and Capitol 
Hill have all been dramatically 
affected by these accusations. 
But there’s one industry that may 
trump them all. 

The food industry — restau- 
rants, hotels and other hospital- 
ity establishments — accounted 
for 14.2 percent of sexual harass- 
ment claims filed to the U.S. 
Equal Employment Opportu- 
nity Commission from 2005 to 
2015, the highest of all fields. 
But according to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, the food ser- 
vices industry accounts for just 
» See HARASS, 6A 
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